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STANDING WITH BUFFALO AND UVALDE
Throughout May, mass shootings plagued our country, yet again. This time there were
in a supermarket and, again, an elementary school. Our hearts go out to the victims,
and the family, friends, and communities left behind in Buffalo, New York and
Uvalde, Texas.
Yet, thoughts and prayers don’t always fill the void when a life is unexpectedly cut
short, especially when we don’t have real solutions in place. We need action. We
must hold our local, state and national policymakers accountable for this ongoing loss
of life. It's when we begin to talk openly about gun violence – its causes and its
impacts – that the healing process for these impacted families truly start.
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With key primary elections on-deck in our core states, Black Voters Matter continued
our work to get out the vote in May. We joined our partners in Alabama, Georgia,
Pennsylvania, and South Carolina for voter registration drives, literature drops, free
food, music, and important discussions on issues impacting our communities.
Take a look at our stops below!

ALABAMA

GEORGIA
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PENNSYLVANIA

SOUTH CAROLINA

The work doesn’t stop here, we are still spreading love and building power ahead of
upcoming midterm elections. We have four of our core states on our radar for June
primaries:
June 7 - Mississippi
June 14 – South Carolina
June 21 – Albama & Virginia

Be sure to check your voter registration status and text "WEMATTER" to
25225 to stay updated!

FLORIDA REDISTRICTING
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Black Voters Matter joined a Florida lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of the state’s new
congressional maps. Second Circuit Court Judge J. Layne Smith sided with Black Voters
Matter, Equal Ground Education Fund, League of Women Voters of Florida, and Florida Rising
and agreed that our position, that stated Gov. Ron DeSantis’ map diminished the voting power
of Black voters in violation of the Florida Constitution, would likely succeed on the merits.
Read our full statement here.
A week later, Florida’s First District Court of Appeal issued a stay and reinstated a
gerrymandered congressional map drawn by Gov. Ron DeSantis. On Emancipation Day in
Florida, we are once again reminded that the fight for equal rights for all continues and we look
forward to prevailing on behalf of the people of our state. Read our full statement here.
In case you missed it, we held a virtual teach-in on how you can take action in the Florida
redistricting fight with our partners at Equal Ground Education. Missed the teach-in? Head to
our YouTube page!
Following the virtual teach-in we kicked off our #BLKFLA Tour during Florida Emancipation
Weekend! We traveled and hosted events around North Florida to connect with community
members on their vision for Black Florida.

INTRODUCING THE VOTING RIGHTS CONTRACT
In May, Black Voters Matter urged candidates running for office this midterm season to sign
a printed contract to affirm their support for voters’ rights.
The contract – part of the larger One Million for Voting Rights campaign – is a key element
of a new ad drive from BVM. It calls on political candidates to take a firm stance on
upholding democracy as voters head to the polls. By signing the contract, candidates convey
their dedication to the passage of legislative bills and measures including the Freedom to
Vote: John Lewis Voting Rights Act, which, among other things, would restore the Justice
Department’s authority to police election laws in states with a history of discrimination; the
Admission Act that would make the District of Columbia the 51st state of the United States;
and filibuster reform that would eliminate further barriers to voting rights, democracy or
constitutional measures. also introduced the Black Voters Matter Voting Rights Contract!
Learn more about the Voting Rights Contract here
and take action to protect the vote by taking our pledge.
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Our Co-Founder, Cliff Albright, published
an article in NewsOne to discuss his battle
with cancer and the continuous battle for
voting rights. What keeps him going?
The power of community.
Read more here.

Congratulations to our Co-Founder, LaTosha
Brown, who received the 2022 Chairwoman’s
Award at the Democratic Party of Georgia
State Dinner. Your hard work and dedication
to the movement for over two decades is
greatly appreciated.

Our National Field Director, Wanda Mosley,
joined a panel discussion on voting rights
and voter preparedness following the film
screening of Suppressed and Sabotaged:
The Fight to Vote which highlighted voter
suppression efforts in the state of Georgia.
Missed the screening and panel discussion?
Watch here.
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In June 2020, in response to the murders of George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud
Arbery and countless other Black Americans, and in acknowledgement of ongoing,
systemic racial injustice, Okta, made a $3 Million, 3-year philanthropy commitment
to advance racial justice and equity via three areas of philanthropic investment -economic development; voting education, access, and rights; and pathways to STEM
employment.
Recognizing that voting rights, civic engagement and power building are effective
mediums to address the various barriers in advancing racial justice and equity in the
U.S., Okta began supporting Black Voters Matter in 2021. Okta stands for the equal
right to vote and believes deeply in BVM's mission to increase power in marginalized
and predominantly Black communities. We look forward to supporting BVM and its
mission in the months and years to come.
Okta is the leading independent provider of identity for the enterprise. The Okta
Identity Cloud enables organizations to securely connect the right people to the right
technologies at the right time. With over 7,000 pre-built integrations to applications
and infrastructure providers, Okta customers can easily and securely use the best
technologies for their business. More than 10,000 organizations, including JetBlue,
Nordstrom, Slack, T-Mobile, Takeda, Teach for America and Twilio, trust Okta to
help protect the identities of their workforces and customers.

BVM IN THE MEDIA
CHECKOUT SOME OF OUR FAVORITE MEDIA HIGHLIGHTS!

My Vote Matters Panel
Roland Martin
MSNBC - The Cross Connection
MSNBC- Hallie Jackson Reports
The Sunday Show

GET INVOLVED TEXT “WEMATTER” TO 25225!
DONATE

VOLUNTEER

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook

Tumblr

Instagram

LinkedIn

Twitter

Tik-Tok

