
The Black Voters Matter team has hit the ground running once again to not only

protect the vote but also provide resources and support in our communities.

In February, we celebrated Black History Month. Throughout the month we

highlighted Black organizers, movement builders, and creatives. Over the last

two months, Our State Coordinators and Organizers hit the ground running to

get out the vote and fight against voter suppression. Take a look!

PROTECT THE VOTE
It  w i l l  NOT  be business as usual !

F E B - M A R C H  N E W S L E T T E R 2 0 2 1

https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1356244696620814336


February 2021 marked the one year

anniversary of the murder of Ahmaud Arbery.

On Feb. 23, 2020, Ahmaud Arbery, an

unarmed 25-year-old black man, was

pursued and fatally shot while jogging in

Glynn County, Georgia by three white

residents, who were armed and driving a

pickup truck.

March 2021 marked the one year anniversary

of the murder of Breonna Taylor. On March

13, 2020, Breonna Taylor was fatally shot in

her Louisville, Kentucky apartment when

white plainclothes officers were executing a

search warrant.

In the month of February, Our Deputy

National Field Director, Dean Anthony II

and South Carolina State Coordinator,

April Richardson, hit the ground running in

Denmark, South Carolina for the Mayoral

Race. We continued our work of canvassing

to educate our folks about what's on the

ballot.

BVM launched our #HealthOverProfit

Campaign in North Carolina with our

partners to urge Mandy Cohen, Secretary

of the (NC) Department of Health and

Human Services to prioritize the health of

our communities and make sure they have

access to the COVID-19 vaccine.

https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1361680520158003206?s=20


Our Florida Lead Organizer, Jamil Davis, was on the ground to fight against HB1, a

harmful bill that would criminalize protesting. According to the bill, protestors would

not have the opportunity to make bail and will face up to 15 years in prison. Watch here.

Jamil also testified in front of the House Judiciary Committee in opposition to HB1. 

Black Voters Matter Co-Founders, Cliff Albright and LaTosha Brown, traveled to Selma,

Alabama to accept an award at the 56th Commemoration of the Voting Rights

Movement from the Bridge Crossing Jubilee Foundation for their work with BVM. 

Our North Carolina Senior State Coordinator, Danielle Brown and our partners were on

the ground for mutual aid and voter registration. Over 2,500 doors canvassed, over 350

people fed, and COVID-19 testing and vaccinations.

Take a look at what they had to say.

In March, our work on the ground continued to

increase as we witnessed voter suppression bills

being introduced in multiple states across the

country. Due to Georgia turning blue in the 2020

election, it was one of the first states to receive

national attention. 

Multiple corporations have donated to the co-

sponsors of voter suppression bills in the state of

Georgia since 2018. With the help of our partners,

we published an ad in the AJC to urge corporations

to stand with Georgia voters. In addition to our ad,

BVM launched a campaign to educate our folks on

harmful legislation and ways they can take action.

https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1367493806581575685?s=20
https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1370755306511347715?s=20
https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1369030695495098370?s=20
https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1367129020475838467?s=20
https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1367475642086875136?s=20
https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1369003764112297989?s=20


Our Louisiana State Coordinator, Omari Ho-Sang, and our partners held GOTV

events ahead of the 5th Congressional District Election and Board of

Elementary and Secondary Education Special Election District 4.

 

In Alabama, our State Coordinator, Arnee Odoms, stood in solidarity with Amazon

workers at The Amazon Union Rally. Amazon workers are calling for an improvement

in the harsh working conditions at Amazon warehouses, better measures to protect

workers against COVID-19, increased pay, and more.



Corporations continued to remain silent in the

state of Georgia around legislation looking to

restrict access to the ballot in predominantly

Black communities. BVM launched another ad

in the AJC to continue to put pressure on

corporate leadership. These corporations

continue to frame themselves as allies to the

movement while funding elected officials who

are looking to suppress our vote.

For example, Coca-Cola has donated over

$30,000 to politicians co-sponsoring voter

suppression bills while supporting the Black

Lives Matter movement. We decided to take

action by heading to the World of Coca-Cola

to urge Coke to Protect the Vote! Our protest

went viral on social media and trended #3 on

Twitter worldwide!

Airport Delta Terminal

UPS

Georgia Governor's Mansion

Georgia State Capitol

Coca-Cola was only the first stop! BVM launched

a week of action at corporations/buildings in the

state of Georgia to urge them to stand with

voters. These places included: 

Our Co-Founders, Cliff Albright and LaTosha

Brown, headed to the Delta airport to protest

against SB 202 and call on Delta to take action.

Unfortunately, that same day, Governor Brian

Kemp signed SB 202 into law. We immediately

joined our friends at New Georgia Project and

Rise, Inc. in suing the state of Georgia. We also

stood in solidarity with Rep. Park Cannon who

was wrongfully arrested for knocking on the door

of Brian Kemp as he was signing the bill into law.

Read our statement here.

https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1370410620361789446?s=20
https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1370794137319006208?s=20
https://blackvotersmatterfund.org/news/georgia-corporations-have-a-responsibility-to-protect-black-voting-rights-apply-pressure-to-governor-to-block-cruel-voter-restriction-bills/
https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-legislature-bills-state-elections-voting-rights-b2b014cc81894a50fc513168a5f1d0b8
https://www.newsweek.com/black-voters-matter-fund-new-georgia-project-rise-inc-sue-state-over-voter-suppression-bill-1578918
https://www.ajc.com/politics/politics-blog/georgia-lawmaker-returns-to-capitol-after-her-controversial-arrest/BASQC3JOERCYFPJTKBKL3DE4FU/
https://blackvotersmatterfund.org/news/black-voters-matter-files-lawsuit-against-ga-officials-holds-corporations-accountable-supports-rep-park-cannon/


The Blackest Bus in America is now in Texas! To close out the month of March, we

officially announced that BVM has expanded to the lone star state! BVM joined our

new partners at the Texas Organizing Project, FIX SAPD, and MOVE Texas to get out

the vote, talk police accountability, spread love, and build power.

The BVM team visited: San Antonio, Dallas, Fort Worth, and Houston! Take a look at

our recap videos in San Antonio and Fort Worth.

We joined our partners at AT&T Dallas HQ to urge the corporation to take a stand

against voter suppression. AT&T has donated a total of $574,500 to sponsors/elected

officials in Texas pushing bills to restrict voting. Following the protest, we joined local

organizations to launch an Accountability Campaign targeting Texas businesses that

support voter suppression and published an ad in the newspaper.

The movement to suppress the vote continues.

Be sure to text "WeMatter" to 797979 to learn how you can get involved.

https://www.facebook.com/BlackVotersMtr/videos/845800912817460
https://www.facebook.com/134323820585259/videos/456099659002568
https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1376635591857688586?s=20
https://blackvotersmatterfund.org/uncategorized/local-organizations-launch-accountability-campaign-targeting-t-x-business-for-supporting-voter-supression/
https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1377294481846906885?s=20


Way to Win is a national hub for donors with a data-based approach to political funding

that wins elections, advances transformative policy, and builds lasting power in the states.

Way to Win works in partnership with those most impacted by injustice to win near-term

elections to expand the electorate, to improve lives, and to achieve a representative

democracy that works for all. 

 

“Black Voters Matter’s work has changed the narrative and has uplifted the voices of

voters who have historically been ignored, overlooked, or taken for granted in the political

process. Way to Win is inspired by the way Black Voters Matter brings together sharp

political strategy, love for humanity, and the joy of organizing to push for a world of

justice and equality that we all want to live in.” - Way to Win

March is International Women’s Month! Here at BVM we would like to honor two

women led organizations that have donated to BVM! Check Out below why they

choose to support BVM and our mission to build power in our communities.

At Women Donors Network we are building towards a world where all people enjoy human

rights and freedom from discrimination, violence, and oppression; where we are able to

use environmental resources sustainably; and where all communities have equal access to

economic opportunity. Prioritizing resources for women-led and Black, Indigenous, and

people of color-led organizations is essential to this and core to our funding. 

"We’re proud to support the critical work of Black Voters Matter and their game-changing

voter engagement work. Black voters are building power, winning elections, and changing

the political possibilities in our country." - WDN
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Take a look at some of our favorite media highlights:

Get involved text “WEMATTER” to 797979!

Donate: http://blackvotersmatterfund.org/donate

Volunteer: http://blackvotersmatterfund.org/volunteer

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter

LinkedIn

Tumblr

https://news.yahoo.com/businesses-pressured-oppose-voting-restriction-000912239.html
https://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow/watch/-corporations-have-a-responsibility-georgia-firms-pressed-to-stand-up-for-voting-rights-105480261763
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-politics-georgia/civil-rights-groups-urge-companies-to-join-fight-against-georgia-voting-restrictions-idUSKBN2AX19A
https://www.cnn.com/2021/03/21/politics/georgia-republican-voting-restrictions/index.html
https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr/status/1377279555489107972?s=20
https://newsone.com/4118664/delta-praises-georgia-new-voter-suppression-law/?fbclid=IwAR2p9vwUxUlvY4woyNx25Z6BfcJbJwETaGirP5vY-AD_Rj2MZgc6i54fiZw
https://www.usatoday.com/story/news/nation/2021/03/06/for-people-voting-rights-bill-could-stop-gop-election-laws/4583707001/
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/black-women-politics-organizing_n_6009c285c5b62c0057c4871e
https://blavity.com/black-voters-decide-what-comes-next?category1=opinion&category2=politics
https://blackvotersmatterfund.org/donate/
https://blackvotersmatterfund.org/volunteer/
https://www.facebook.com/BlackVotersMtr
https://www.instagram.com/blackvotersmtr/
https://twitter.com/BlackVotersMtr
https://www.linkedin.com/company/black-voters-matter/mycompany/?viewAsMember=true
https://blackvotersmatterfund.tumblr.com/

